
Parents should never experience having to bury their child, as my 
wife Jackie and I were sadly faced with in early 2013. It has been 
over three years now and the journey has been hard. You can never 
really quite fill the void you experience with the loss of a child.
Our son Kyall was a popular 22 year-old apprentice electrician when 
he was fatally injured in a car accident on 20 January 2013. [See 
Canberra Times story http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/
tragic-death-helped-improve-quality-of-life-for-many-20140214-

32rt6.html]
Six months prior to his accident, he spoke to us about his 

desire to donate his organs in the event of his death.
We respected his wishes but never dreamt that we would 
still be around to honour those wishes. We have often been 
asked whether it was a difficult decision to make at the time 

we were told he was slowly passing away. It 
wasn’t as if we knew that we were giving him 
his final wish. The hardest decision for us was 
to accept that he was gone.
It is unbelievable to think that only 1% of the 
Australian population will die in a way that 
enables organ donation to occur. You must 
already be in Intensive Care or an Emergency 
Department for organ donation to be an 
option. Through our overwhelming tragedy 
we were given the rare opportunity and had 
no hesitation to respect Kyall’s wish to be an 
organ and tissue donor.
The Canberra Hospital Intensive Care 
doctors and nurses provided Kyall and our 
family respect, dignity and the best care 
available. The Donation Specialist Nurses 
from DonateLife ACT discussed with us the 
organ and tissue donation process and then 
co-ordinated the multi-state retrieval process.
Through the gift of his many organs donated, 
taken on Wednesday 23 January 2013 at 2 pm 
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in Canberra, Kyall gave life to eight recipients. 
They ranged from a six year-old child to a 70 
year-old woman. Kyall’s heart went to a middle 
aged man, his lungs to another and his liver 
was shared with both a middle-aged man and  
six year-old child who received a small section. 
His kidneys and pancreas found a middle-
aged woman. A 30 year-old woman received 
one cornea and the other cornea is with a 70 
year-old woman, now once again able to drive 
and read to children in school.
Kyall always had a big smile that stretched 
across his face, and together with his 
enthusiasm, optimism and infectious friendly 
nature, lit up a room. He lived a full life for his 
short 22 years and loved to travel, read, party 
and be with his many friends and family. The 
title of his personal book of life written in bold 

letters was: “Keep 
Calm and Party 
Hard!”
Kyall was very 
outgoing and 
well loved. He 
left behind many 
close friends from 
his family, school, 
football team, 
work and social 
life. We had no 
concept of how 
many lives Kyall 

had impacted until his funeral. Over 1,000 
family and friends attended to say goodbye. 
Kyall had a great love of people and enjoyed 
going out. He went to Belconnen High and 
Hawker College, playing for Wests Rugby and 
West Belconnen Leagues Club.
On 6 September 2013, we attended his 
gravesite with 60 of his family and closest 
friends to celebrate his 23rd birthday. We 
had a quiet drink, ate birthday cake and then 
released green balloons in his memory.
Kyall was the second youngest of our four 
children. Our eldest son Aaron has continued his 
work to increase awareness of organ donation, 
joining the Board of Gift of Life Incorporated, 
the peak body for organ donor awareness in 

the ACT and surrounding 
district.
At the first Canberra 
Brumbies rugby game of 
the season at Canberra 
Stadium in February 
2014, the Brumbies chose Gift of 
Life as their charity on behalf of 
Kyall.
During the year our son died, the 
Organ and Tissue Authority reported 
that there were six donors in the ACT, 
which resulted in 25 organs transplanted to 23 
recipients. Nationwide, it was a record year for 
organ donation, with 391 donors.
We have been overwhelmed by letters of 
thanks and gratitude from Kyall’s thankful 
recipients and their families. It gives us great 
comfort knowing that these people have had 
the chance to live on through Kyall’s precious 
gifts. It is our wish that people follow Kyall’s 
example and register to become an organ and 
tissue donors. 
In a time of immense grief, our decision was 
made easier as we already knew our son’s 
wish. It is so important that if you register, you 
talk to your family and friends about your organ 
and tissue decision.
h t t p s : / / m . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=BVEjVhl5dxQ

KYALL’S MANY GIFTS
~continued from cover

A life that touches others goes on forever

Share 
your 
story

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=BVEjVhl5dxQ
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=BVEjVhl5dxQ


3

Town of Cambridge Mayor, Keri Shannon shares some extremely welcome news in a letter  
to DFA about the Western Australian DonateLife Memorial, subject of much discussion in the 
donor family community for many years.
“I have always been a proponent of organ and tissue donation however it was not until I came to 
collect my thoughts for the Donate Life Honour Ceremony in March 2016 that now as a mother 
and wife I thought about the extraordinary journey that you all must share.
“What distinguishes organ and tissue donors is that their life was cut short too early. Yet in the 
midst of your own personal tragedy and grief, you have all made the decision to donate your 
loved ones organs and tissues. I can only imagine how difficult a decision that was and yet now 
that gift of life must bring some comfort to you despite your loss. 
“The Town has agreed to move the DonateLife memorial to the new City Beach precinct which 
has had a recent $17M upgrade.  It is envisaged that a new memorial will be erected within the 
coming year to serve as a reminder of the amazing gift that your loved ones have given.  
“It is also hoped that the memorial will promote the cause of organ donation. The next important 
frontier is community awareness and engagement with organ and tissue donation in order to 
increase the family consent rate. I hope that having a memorial on the beachfront at City Beach 
will engender that important conversation around organ and tissue donation within the wider 
community. Understanding your loved ones wishes surrounding organ and tissue donation 
makes the decision to donate much easier. 
“The City Beach precinct is a 
major hub for our community as it 
incorporates the City of Perth Surf 
Life Saving Club, restaurants and 
plenty of lawn area for families.  We 
only have one other piece of public 
art, so we hope the DonateLife 
memorial will be an iconic part 
of the landscape thereby raising 
community awareness to all those 
who come to the precinct.
“The Town is pleased to partner 
with DonateLife to support this very 
worthy cause and to honour the 
extraordinary decision that you all 
have made.”
Kind regards 
Mayor Keri Shannon
Town of Cambridge

MEMORIAL CITY BEACH

WHO IS DONOR FAMILIES AUSTRALIA?
Losing someone we love is one of the hardest things we may ever have to live 
with. Formed in 2013, Donor Families Australia is a national member-based 
independent support and advocacy group comprising families who have 
donated their loved ones’ organs and tissue. It is the only organisation of its 
kind in Australia specifically dedicated to Donor Families.
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Organ donation is a 
challenge. Numerous 
competing players 
(Dunlevy, 2015) and 
interests (Transplant 
Australia, 2016) 
jostle over this highly 
valued and elusive 
life and death health 
resource. Key player’s 
identities are hidden 
within organisations 

by regulation and mystique. Major barriers 
to donation (Hyde, Wihardjo & White, 2012) 
are known to include fear of death and body 
mutilation, religious beliefs around bodily 
integrity and lack of trust in doctors, hospitals 
and health systems. All negative perceptions 
are challenging to change. The fourth barrier 
is more often an important enabler, and rests 
beyond the individual –with their family. 
This hurdle is much easier to overcome; it is 
one that empirical research has underlined 
time and time again as a potent support for 
donation to proceed. If the family knows an 
individual’s desire to donate  (OTA, 2016) their 
organs, they will generally agree to support 
that intention despite their own reservations 
(Badcock, 2015). When families talk about 

organ donation, they work through the issues 
together, become more knowledgeable about 
the possibilities, and organ donation is a more 
likely outcome, not only for the donor but also 
for those in his/her network. 
Against this backdrop of empirical evidence, 
we see a push by a privileged and powerful 
lobby group to increase the availability of organ 
transplants through policy that incapacitates 
and disempowers individuals and families 
(Savulescu, Singer & Isdale, 2015). Exactly 
the opposite effect to what the evidence 
says is the most powerful leverage point in 
changing attitudes. The goal of increasing the 
number of organ donations is worthy, but the 
measures that are currently being 
advocated for achieving the goal 
are at their heart coercive and 
authoritarian. Some argue for 
an opt out law – one’s organs 
become available on death 
unless one specifies that this 
is against one’s wishes. Others 
argue that if individuals have signed 
up to be an organ donor, they should not 
have their wishes over-ruled by family at the 
time of death. Law is seen to be the answer 
to problems that are essentially relational, 
psychological and medical. Law is used to 

Holly’s 
Insight

ORGAN DONATION – CONFLICTING POWER AND 
INTEREST, LIKE AN “ELEPHANT IN A CHINA SHOP”

http://www.news.com.au/national/the-secret-to-persuading-someone-to-donate-their-organs/news-story/e592b530fcbb8eca2c346938fdfb4f29
http://transplant.org.au/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13548506.2011.647698?src=recsys
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13548506.2011.647698?src=recsys
http://www.donatelife.gov.au/ota-position-statement-legal-framework-consent-donation
http://www.newsweek.com/2015/02/20/spain-has-become-world-leader-organ-donations-305841.html
http://www.theage.com.au/comment/australias-poor-organ-donation-rate-costing-lives-20150823-gj60ov.html
http://www.theage.com.au/comment/australias-poor-organ-donation-rate-costing-lives-20150823-gj60ov.html
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rob individuals of knowledge, understanding, 
and closure that the process and outcome has 
social legitimacy – in their heart they feel that 
everyone did their best and did the right thing.  
To be fair to those advocating for law-based 
organ donation, the organs available will 
increase briefly. The goal will be achieved.  In 
the same way we, as a society, achieved the 
goal of curbing refugee boat arrivals through 
turning back boats and off-shore detention 
centres. Australians have become somewhat 
cavalier about using law to achieve the goal at 
whatever human cost. In both cases, debate 
around policy has been narrow and there 
have been deliberate manoeuvres to avoid 
considering a bigger picture. Social goals, no 
matter how worthy, should not be achieved 
through domination of people. Ultimately 
they will fail. For example Singapore (Chin & 
Kwok, 2014) and a number of other countries 
that embarked on opt out legislation have 
found most of their population now refuse to 
donate.  What is missing from current analyses 
of organ donation is respect for people, their 
relationships, and the government’s obligation 
to win support for its policies and their 
implementation. It is not ok for a government to 
take the short cut of coercion in a democratic 
society, no matter how worthy the individual 
cause. 
The evidence on organ donation clearly signals 
to government what it must do to increase 
the organ donation rates without resorting to 
domination through law. People need to see 
and understand what happens, and know 
a professional team is there they can trust. 
Families need to support each other and 
help to ‘stay the course’. In situ families need 
support – someone they can trust to worry 
about organ donation while they worry about 
the dying person. People need to know that 
their loved one’s best interests, body and 
memory are respected and protected by all 
involved. They need to know their family will 
receive the support they need to get through 
the declaration of death, their parting with the 
body and the donation process. Finally, they 
need to have their trust and hope validated by 
receiving acknowledgement for their courage, 
and sometimes sacrifice for giving over their 

loved ones 
deceased body 
– which in most 
cases, is warm 
with a strongly 
beating heart 
at the time of 
donation, to 
benefit  the 
lives of others. 
These are not 
trite events. 
But rather are deeply reverent moments of 
humanity- that demand a respect for the sacred 
and not a primitive hammering of legislation. 
Ultimately the legal path without the social 
infrastructure to back it up will cause more 
harm than good, trampling the human spirit 
like an elephant in a china shop.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Welcome to all who have joined our ranks in 
the last quarter. The number of Families and 
Recipients joining our conversation has grown at 
a very fast rate. We encourage Donor Families 
and Recipients to sign onto our membership via 
our web page.
Overwhelmingly, the conversation on our 
Facebook page that receives the most 
commentary is the subject of Donor Families and 
Recipients meeting. Donor Families Australia 
(DFA) has a research proposal in with the 
Department of Health on this topic.  
Now that the election is over, it has been confirmed 
that Ken Wyatt is the Minister responsible for 
Organ and Tissue Donation.  We wish him all the 
best with his portfolio.   Hopefully one of his first 
tasks will be to implement the recommendations 
from the review conducted by the previous 
Minister, Fiona Nash.  
One of the recommendations was that the 
Donate Life logo be changed. I have already 
seen it written and heard it expressed that “we 
could lose people if we changed it.” It is the 
fear campaign underway. I remember the logo 
changing back in 2008, as well as the name. I 
wasn’t aware of any negative impact this had at 
that time on donation rates. A new logo actually 
gives us a chance to further promote the cause, 
especially a logo that shows empathy for what 
has occurred. DFA is very much in favour of 
having the symbol and the dialogue of recycle 
that follows it changed.  
In the last quarter most states held their 
respective ceremonies to honour the donor and 
their families. We would particularly like to thank 
DonateLife NT, SA and Northern Queensland 
for their acknowledgements of the donor and 
their families. I am happy to say that all these 
departments collaborated with DFA which 
helped to let donor families attending know they 
have an organisation that is there for them. We 
look forward to working with these departments 
again and hopefully the other states with future 
Donor ceremonies.    
This edition features the Kevin Green (DFA 
committee member) organised evening out in 
downtown Melbourne for Donor Families. Please 
read the comments gleaned from facebook. If 
ever you need to see the value of this organisation, 
here it is. It was especially gratifying to see Donor 
Mums supporting Donor Mums; no organisation 

can do that like what 
happens here. The 
evening brought 
together a wonderful 
collection of families 
representing their 
hero loved one. The 
reach around Australia 
was reflected here 
with almost all 
states and territories 
represented. The photos demonstrate the 
immediate connection made with everyone in 
attendance. Well done and thank you to Kevin 
for organising and hosting a memorable evening.
I read with interest only days ago an article in 
the Transplant Australia newsletter by OTA/
DonateLife. In it is suggested that legislation 
change is needed for the OTA/DonateLife to 
achieve what it wants to achieve. In the past we 
have been told by the OTA/DonateLife that it has 
no intention of changing anything in the way organ 
and tissue donation practices are performed. 
Consequently we have made contact with 
Minister Ken Wyatt requesting he confirms what 
legislative changes OTA/DonateLife are wanting 
and when will they be implemented. It has to be 
said that DFA is concerned with the direction in 
which this legislative change may be headed. 
We have heard and read in recent times what 
we consider inappropriate terminology directed 
towards Families. DFA will always promote that 
organ and tissue donation is about respecting 
the donor and their family. It is imperative before 
any changes are made; whether it be legislation, 
logos or the donation process, that there must 
be acknowledgment that someone has died and 
there are grieving loved ones that form part of 
the organ and tissue donation dynamics. DFA 
promotes support and empathy of families at this 
most difficult time of their lives.
There is no doubt that we have interesting times 
ahead of us. DFA members can be assured that 
we will be doing the best we can for families 
and intend to look out for all and our loved 
ones interest so that recipients can receive the 
wonderful gift to improve/save life.   
Bruce McDowell

 f  


A life that touches others goes on forever

https://www.facebook.com/DonorFamiliesAustralia
http://donorfamiliesaustralia.com/contact-us/
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EYE AND TISSUE DONATION IN AUSTRALIA
“Eye and tissue donation is made possible by the generosity of eye and tissue donors and 
their families who make the decision to donate and help others in need,” writes Ashley 
Eccles, of the Organ and Tissue Authority, as he tells DFA about this important gift.
“It offers life changing treatment and can save lives in some cases.” 
In 2015, 368 generous deceased tissue donors made 569 tissue donations which comprised 
musculo–skeletal, skin, cardiovascular and pancreatic tissue. There were also 1,266 eye donors 
in 2015, representing 2,124 corneal transplant operations performed. In addition, there were 
3,659 living tissue donors, predominantly from patients undergoing hip replacement surgery. 
These donations meant that 6,421 tissue transplant recipients received transplants of 10,596 
tissue grafts, some recipients receiving multiple grafts.
The importance of eye and tissue donation is clearly demonstrated by the positive impact on the 
recipients and their broader network of families, carers and friends. For example:
• Donated eye tissue can prevent blindness and can restore sight to people who are partially or 

completely blind due to corneal damage following a genetic condition, illness or injury.
• Donated bone and tendons can be grafted to replace bone and ligaments that have been lost 

as a result of disease, tumours or injury; and can save a limb of a person who has developed 
cancer and would otherwise face limb amputation. It can also aid fracture healing, strengthen 
hip and knee joint replacements, replace torn ligaments or repair spinal deformities. 

• Skin grafts can often save lives and are the most effective way to treat people with severe 
burns. Additionally, the use of skin grafts minimise scarring and promote healing of severe 
burns. Children in particular need skin grafts as a small burn or scald can cover most of their 
body. 

• Heart tissue donations are often used to repair congenital defects in young children and 
babies and to replace diseased valves in adults. Heart tissue donation markedly improves 
quality of life, and can sometimes save lives.

In Australia the eye and tissue donation sectors are state/territory-based operations with 
donations managed by a mix of public banks, not-for-profit banks and private providers. The 
activities are undertaken according to the same legislative framework as organ donation, namely 
according to each state and territories Human Tissue Act or equivalent.
The role of the Australian Government in this work includes the regulation of the sector through 
the Therapeutic Goods Administration and the provision of cost recovery funding to eye and 
tissue banks through Part B of the Prostheses List, which is administered by the Private Health 
Insurance Branch of the Department of Health.
The process for obtaining family consent for eye and tissue donation differs depending on 
whether the potential for donation involves combined organ, eye and tissue donation or not and 
whether it is a live or deceased tissue donation. 

Consent for combined organ and tissue deceased donation 
occurs at the hospital and is usually supported by 
the DonateLife staff.  With the exception Western 
Australia (WA), when consent for deceased eye and 

tissue donation only is sought, the request is made 
directly to the family by the eye or tissue bank. 
The WA practice is based upon long-standing, 
historical arrangements. 
Different arrangements for seeking consent 
to living tissue donation exist across 

Australia, again based upon arrangements 
that have grown up over time between tissue banks 
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and hospitals. In some circumstances, consent for donation is sought from 
patients by hospital admission staff as part of their hospital pre-admission 
processes. In other instances, this consent process is managed by a tissue 
bank employee involved in the process. 
DonateLife has well established relationships with the eye and tissue 
banks, which includes providing grief resources to support donor families. A 
special booklet In reflection: For families who have supported eye or tissue donation has been 
specifically designed to support families who have experienced eye and tissue donation. It is 
provided to families in the weeks after the death of their loved one and includes information 
about grief, support services available, and information about eye and tissue donation for 
transplantation. Ultimately, how resources are provided to families of eye and tissue donors will 
reflect the different service models provided by governments and the eye and tissue banks. 
Whilst there are different acknowledgment and remembrance services in each state and territory 
for tissue donors, Thank You Day is a national day to acknowledge all living and deceased organ 
and tissue donors and their families. This Day provides an opportunity for all Australians to 
honour organ and tissue donors and their families whose incredible gift of donation saved and 
transformed lives. The inaugural Thank You Day was held in 2015 with this year’s day being held 
on Sunday 20 November 2016.
The Organ and Tissue Authority and the sector more broadly  acknowledges that without the 
generosity of tissue donors and their families, many thousands of Australians would miss out on 
the opportunity for a life enhancing eye or tissue transplant. That’s why the provision of support 
to eye and tissue donor families in Australia is a clear priority for DonateLife, as well as the 
different eye and tissue banks across Australia.

Quilt dimensions: Please use 100% cotton fabric 
- any color can be used and paint (please no 
water colors), permanent markers or threads. 
Photos must be laminated or they can be 
transferred to fabric of 100% cotton at a local 
photo shop.
Your patch should be 9 inches (22.9cm) square 
and the design should fit inside 10 
inches (25.4cm) square. 

Do not finish the patch with quilting or backing.

PATCHES TO BE SENT TO TRANSPLANT 
AUSTRALIA BY THURSDAY, JUNE 30

The Australian Donor Family Quilt was 
launched in 2010 at the Australian Transplant 
Games and consisted of three quilts with 
twenty patches in each quilt. The quilts have 
been on display at various events around 
Australia since 2010 and always have a 
profound impact on those who view them 
whilst also importantly raising community 
awareness regarding organ donation and 
transplantation. 

A new quilt is currently being created for 
unveiling at the 2016 Australian Transplant 
Games, Western Sydney, September 24 
to October 1, 2016. Transplant Australia 
welcomes donor families across Australia to 
contribute a patch to the new Donor Family 
Quilt.

Transplant Australia truly appreciates the 
contribution of donor families who dedicate a 
patch to their precious loved-ones.

To view the Donor Family Quilt please visit 
http://transplant.org.au/donor-family-quilt

EYE AND TISSUE DONATION IN AUSTRALIA

http://transplant.org.au/donor-family-quilt
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Each time you enjoy a cup of coffee, you can be helping our organisation to save the lives of the many 
West Australians in need of life saving organ and tissue transplantation.
The Organ Donation & Transplant Foundation of WA (ODAT) is a registered West Australian charity 
and operates as an incorporated, not for profit, independent organisation. Our organisation provides 
community education, promotion, support and advocacy on all aspects of organ and tissue donation. 
This serves to enhance the lives of those West Australians in need of lifesaving organ and tissue 
donation and their families.
Community Pod is more than just a company that sells coffee pods and beans – it is a social enterprise 
that believes in doing the right thing by both the planet and its people.
Please view the video online (link below) to learn more about Community Coffee Pods, and find out how 
you can support the lifesaving work of the Organ Donation and Transplant Foundation of WA.

Visit https://www.communitypod.com.au to make your purchase of these great tasting coffee pods and 
beans; just think, the next cup you drink could be helping to save the lives of many West Australians 
in need of lifesaving transplantation. All you need to do is, be sure to wait at the conclusion of your 
purchase, so you are redirected to a page where you can select ODAT as your chosen charity and make 
your purchase count!
Choose to support ODAT and enjoy these company and individual benefits to show our appreciation:
• Certficates and Letters for companies and individuals upon 

registration of their commitment to ODAT through Community Pod
• Acknowledgement through the online Community Pod 

Fundraising Leaderboard
• Opportunity to access free guest speakers and onsite 

education seminars for staff and clients on organ and 
tissue donation.

To register your interest or to find out more about how you 
can support this exciting initiative, please email: odatwa@
bigpond.com

“Community Pod isn’t just great tasting coffee; it’s coffee that gives”

My name is Simone McMahon and I am the Founder of The 
Organ Donation and Transplant Foundation of WA. I am writing 
to you to invite you to be part of a new and exciting initiative, 
Community Pod.

View Community Pod video animation: 
https://vimeo.com/170428815/64ae6efb83

[Special Message from ODAT]

https://www.communitypod.com.au
mailto:odatwa%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:odatwa%40bigpond.com?subject=
https://vimeo.com/170428815/64ae6efb83
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A life that touches others goes on forever

Helen Day, our DFA Representative from the 
Northern Territory paints a vivid picture of 
the two beautiful services she attended in 
Alice Springs (May) and Darwin (June).
Alice Springs, 7 May 2016
On Friday 6 May, I travelled to Alice Springs 
with Andrea James, Donor Family Support 
Nurse with DonateLife NT, and kidney recipient, 
Victor Punguatji, following an invitation to 

speak at both the 
Congress Medical 
Centre that day 
and the Service 
of Remembrance 
the next. 
Before we made 
our way to 
Congress Medical 
Centre, the three 
of us went up 
to the ANZAC 
Hill Memorial 
and admired the 
breathtaking view 
of surrounding 
hills.
Congress staff 
e x p r e s s e d 
a p p r e c i a t i o n 
at Victor and I 
telling our stories 
and together we 
answered many 
questions about 
our experiences, 
me as a donor 
family member 

faced with making the decision, and Victor’s 
personal journey as recipient.
After our talk at Congress, we visited The 
Purple House, Alice Springs headquarters for 
the Desert Nganampa Walytja Palyantjaku 
Tjutaku Aboriginal Corporation (WDNWPT). 
Their name means ‘Making all our families well’ 
through recognition that people must be able 
to stay on country to be cared for, or by, their 
families. 

The Purple House is a place patients call their 
own and have facilities to do their laundry, 
have a cuppa, cook their traditional food, 
see their GP or allied health service provider, 
be provided with social support services and 
wellbeing activities. Dialysis beds are available 
there six days a week. 
We also visited the Alice Springs Renal Unit 
which has 16 haemodialysis stations. Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people experience a 
higher burden of disease; two and a half times 
that of non-Indigenous people.
On Saturday, the Service of Remembrance 
was held at Olive 
Pink Botanic 
Garden in Alice 
Springs. Despite 
heavy rains 
that continued 
throughout the 
weekend, many 
more attended 
than anticipated. 
Most were 
recipients, with 
one donor family. 
To the crowd, I 
told the story of 
my son, Stewart, 
and Victor read 
‘Footprints on 
the Heart.’ One 
of the Indigenous 
recipients shared 
her story, sharing 
the artwork she 
had painted about 
her journey.

HOW WE REMEMBER: NT
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Darwin, 4 June 2016
The George Brown Darwin Botanic Gardens is a regular 
venue for the annual service in Darwin. There was a 
good crowd of both recipient and donor families, three 
of which spoke at the service. 
There was a personal reflection from Karl Berry’s dad 
Ian, brother and sister Hayley and Jon talked about their 
dad Glenn Ford and shared one of his recipient’s letters. 
I shared a short poem on behalf of Stewart Orme, my 
donor hero son. Victor, who I had also travelled to Alice 
Springs with, also gave a short reading.
During the service we lit candles for our donor heroes 
and afterward, tied name card ribbons for each of them 
on the Trees of Remembrance.
Also in attendance was Senator Hon. Fiona Nash, who 
had been visiting various Services of Remembrance 
across Australia and very keen to meet and talk with 
Donor Families Australia committee members who were 
also attending services nationwide.
The service was a wonderful opportunity to meet new 
people and catch up with familiar faces from previous 
years. I also met Chris Blackham-Davison, a member 
of my Territorian (NT & ACT) Donor Families Australia 
support group page on Facebook. Unfortunately I didn’t 
take as many photos of the Darwin service because I 
was busy meeting people and promoting the upcoming 
National DonateLife Thank You Day BBQ event that will 
be held Sunday, 27 November 2016!
Many might recall our disappointment last year without 
an event being held for the inaugural day; nothing other 
than media stories. Donor Families Australia committee 
member, Kevin Green, held a barbecue in Melbourne 
for which I travelled from Darwin, and Chairperson, 
Bruce McDowell, came all the way from Geraldton, WA. 
To make sure an event could be held this year, I applied 
for a grant through the OTA Community Awareness 
Scheme and was pleased to be advised in May that we 
were successful.
Helen Day
DFA Committee Member, NT

HOW WE REMEMBER
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And over in South Australia, Lizzie Mazur tells us about the 
Service of Remembrance in Adelaide on 28 May. (Photos 
courtesy DonateLife SA).
This year, the South Australian Service was held in the intimate 
Capri Theatre with the beautiful voices of Sarah Lloyde and Will 
Metzer, singing us in to open and close.
The address from Dr Stewart Moodie (State Medical Director) 
highlighted the service as a time to honour those who had said 
“yes” to organ donation in order for others to have improved 
health in their lives. 
Following this, a beautiful tribute came from Dot Stroop about 
her young daughter Nicole, who had made the decision to be an 
organ donor. When Dot’s life was changed in unimaginable ways, 
her daughter’s choice allowed her decision to say “yes” so much 
easier.                                  
A remarkable young man, Flynn O’Malley spoke of his personal 
journey where poor health eventuated in the need for a double 
lung transplant. With great sincerity, he recalled the feeling of 
elation at his gift, yet also of sadness at someone else’s loss, 
and how both emotions created internal conflict. As a result, he is 
determined to live a very full life.
The service included lighting of the Remembrance candle followed 
by the In Memory video capturing the generosity of so many, by 
their organ donation, throughout the year.
Cath Webb told the Service about her father’s gift of corneal 
donation in a heartfelt manner that really captured his spirit. A 
man who was innovative and generous in so many aspects of his 
life, would surely have been so proud to have helped another, one 
last time.
To gather together to share such intimate experiences and 
emotions is a privilege. I spoke with many recipients who, year 
after year, return to honour the one that provided them with a 
second chance.
I want to acknowledge the support I have received from DonateLife 
SA, in providing me with an opportunity to represent DFA at this 
event. I was welcomed in the opening introduction by Master of 
Ceremonies, Michael Smyth. Afterward, I was able to share DFA 
literature and speak with some families about DFA and the support 
we can offer. For all of this I am grateful and look forward to an 
ongoing partnership with DonateLife at future events.
Lizzie Mazur DFA SA Representative 

HOW WE REMEMBER: SA
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To gather 
together to 
share such 

intimate 
experiences 

and emotions 
is a privilege
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DONOR DINNER
What happens when you get a group of Donor Families and Recipients together for an evening in 
downtown Melbourne? Well there are laughs and tears, stories shared and hope expessed. Bonds 
of friendships are made on levels some might not have thought possible and for others, the chance 
to reconnect socially for the first time in a long time. We can be there for each other, however that is 
for each of us. Thanks everyone who came and especially to organiser, DFA’s Kevin Green.



 Rosemarie Parisi Chrystie
Thank you to the committee and Kevin for inviting Allan and I to a wonderful evening. All the donor 
families deserve so much support and meeting some of them last night made me aware of the 
reality of such a major decision that changes for the better the lives of others. I am truly humbled 
and moved and I wish them all the best and hope they find strength through talking to others that 
have experienced the same
Last night I met some extremely brave people at Donor Families Dinner. These wonderful people 
lost their loved ones and have given so many others the opportunity of a new healthy life. I cannot 
imagine what it would be like losing a child, brother, sister, mother, father in tragic circumstances. 
Then to donate their loved ones organs. I admire and applaud their strength and courage. God 
bless you all!
It was an amazing experience to talk and listen to others living the same horrible journey as 
ourselves. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and can't thank Kevin Green enough for the amazing 
support he gives week in week out.
Love to all traveling the horrendous road.

 Sheree McWatters
I’m sitting here on the balcony of my hotel room in Melbourne enjoying a 
cuppa before heading to the airport to catch my 7am flight back to Tassie 
pondering the events of the last 24hrs... Firstly thinking how crazy I was 
booking such an early flight home... And reflecting on the amazing people I 
have met while here.. 
Deciding to take up Kevin greens invitation to the donor family dinner that was held in Sth 
Melbourne last night I think was the best decision I have made in what seems like such a long 
time…. Since losing my son I have shut myself off from my family ….friends…the world really. I 
approached coming on this trip with so much anxiety….To the point almost cancelled my flight…
And do you know what….I’m so glad I didn’t!!!! Yesterday and last night I can honestly say I feel 
more at peace this morning than I have felt in as long….I can’t thank you all enough….I can head 
home to my 2 great kids……Feeling like a huge weight has been lifted off my shoulders ….Now I 
know I’m not so alone.

  Kevin Green
What a wonderful night it was on Saturday with the most amazing Donor Families. To see so Many 
Families come from all over Australia for this night was wonderful. Thank you to all of you and 
your families for making it the night it was.
The Emotions, Laughter, and the Sharing of stories is what so many you needed last night. This is 
my Passion to make sure That Donor families come together and not to be left out.
Fantastic night, well done again Kevin. Nice to talk to people who know what you are talking about.

Some 
of our lovely 

attendees shared 
their thoughts and 

feelings about the 
Donor Dinner via our 

Facebook page. 
Take a peek...

On Facebook...
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DFA News is distributed 
throughout Australia 
so advertising events 
across the nation 
here is a great way 
for everyone to know 
what is happening in 
each State or Territory 
and the opportunity to 
join you. 

If you have a public event planned in relation 
to organ and tissue donation, whether you’re a 
Donor Family holding an event in remembrance 

of your loved one, a Recipient celebrating your 
gift or honoring your Donor, or you’re involved 
with another organisation's event, please let us 
know and we can publish your event details.**
To advertise an event, contact us by our website: 
http://donorfamiliesaustralia.com/contact-us 
*We publish quarterly so please allow enough 
lead time.
*Please make sure the event is yours and/or that 
you are authorised to advertise the event details.

Upcoming Events

http://donorfamiliesaustralia.com/contact-us
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#34
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Maria Gomez, CEO of Outcomes Australia tells 
DFA News this issue about her experiences 
in differences in organ donation in other 
countries and what she believes are the three 
pillars which form the basis for successful 
organ donation.
Some years ago I had an immensely powerful 
motivating and, at the same time, tragic, work 
experience. As a medical doctor dedicated 
to the international implementation of leading 
practice in organ donation for transplantation, 
I have had the privilege to visit many countries 
and meet many people from around the world. 
I consider these experiences a great honour. 
One visit, to a country where I was helping 
to improve hospital practices, I will never 
forget. The young mother of a 14 year old boy 
approached me with tears in her eyes. Her son 
had been diagnosed with end stage kidney 
disease and despite extensive efforts to find 
a live donor of a kidney, she had been told his 
only hope now was for a kidney donated from a 
deceased organ donor. The major problem was 
that at that point in time, deceased donation 
did not take place in her country. 
How was I going to explain to that mother and 
her son about the many challenges the health 
care system in her country would  have to face in 
order to implement a deceased organ donation 
program? How could I tell her honestly about 
how many years it would take and how many 
lives will be lost. 
Organ donation is truly a gift of life. Organ 
donation and transplantation offers life and 
hope and a second chance for people with end 
stage organ failure.
Australians are very fortunate. Australia has one 
of the most successful transplant programs in 
the world, achieving high transplant survival 
rates. Australians have great compassion and 
generosity for the needs of others. According to 
a national study1 conducted by the Organ and 
Tissue Authority, 76% of Australians agree with 
the idea of organ donation. This percentage 
is higher compared with countries such as 
Belgium, the UK, Spain or The Netherlands2. 
However, in Australia, the deceased organ 
donation rate is only half of that achieved 

by leading countries. The deceased organ 
donation rate in Australia for the year 2015 was 
18.3 donors per million of population when 
compared to  leading countries who achieved 
39.7 donor per million of population3. Tragically, 
there are consequences from these numbers. 
Importantly, it is clear that many Australians 
who could benefit from organ transplantation 
are dying whilst waiting for this precious gift.
Deceased organ donation is a healthcare 
process performed in hospitals following 
rigorous legal and professional guidelines. This 
means that an important pillar of a sustainable 
National Organ Donation for Transplant 
System is a transparent and well implemented 
organ donation process in hospitals. Ensuring 
knowledgeable and skilled health professionals 
are available in the hospitals to ensure, among 
others that  families are supported throughout 
the entire experience is key to improving 

outcomes for those in need of transplantation 
and for the families of the people who may 
become donors. There has been considerable 
evidence from centres of excellence that have 
piloted this model.
The second pillar in organ donation is society. 
Society receives the benefit of the transplant 
when someone who was dying, recovers their 
health, and is able to return to their family 
and contribute. It’s the society who should 
contributes to donation. There is much greater 
chance that you or I will need a transplant than 
we ever have to become an organ donor. The 

THE PILLARS FOR ORGAN DONATION
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shocking statistic is that 1 in 3 Australians 
are at increased risk of kidney disease4 which 
could lead to the possibility they may need 
a transplant. Conversely, because of the 
complex requirements for organ donation to 
proceed, only about 2.5% of the people who 
die in the hospital could become a donor5.  
Although organ transplantation is becoming 
a more regular occurrence in a hospitals, it 
is still not considered as normal due to organ 
donation is not a mandatory practice. 
Donor families are the third essential pillar for 
organ donation. Families have been  involved 
in the organ donation decision as a unexpected 
consequence of tragedy and fate. Donor 
families have the opportunity to convert a tragic 
and often incomprehensible experience, which 
death is, into a deep hope for the lives of many. 
As mentioned, it is rare for organ donation to 
occur following a death. Donor families are 
conferred with a unique opportunity to offer life 
to others in the face of overwhelming distress 
and  death. The role of donor families doesn’t 
end there; they are so often the people who 

then teach others about the value of the gift. 
They are the ones who courageously stand 
up and reaffirm to clinicians and society that 
organ donation was the best decision they 
could have made in the circumstances.
As I write this, and later as you read this, I know 
there are many, many people who were in need 
of a transplant who are now living, contributing 
to society and being loved by their families and 
friends. This is thanks to committed clinicians 
in hospitals, thanks to a generous society who 
enables our health care system, and thanks 
to a brave family, who whilst experiencing the 
tragedy of the death of a loved one, overcame 
their distress to offer a second chance at life to 
a stranger – a truly heroic act.

References:
1. Australian Community Attitudes and Awareness about Organ 
and Tissue Donation 2014. www.DonateLife.com
2. Europeans and Organ Donation. Eurobarometer 2010
3. International Organ Donor Registry www.IRODAT.org
4. Kidney Health Australia.  http://kidney.org.au
5. Quality Assurance Program in Organ Donation

Share your experience  
with similar people to support those 

making life changing decisions. 
Help us to build a caring community 
and to shape the future of this caring 

national network.

If you would like to  
find out more about  

Donor Families Australia  
and how to become a member  

please visit our website

Individually we do great things and affect those around us.
Collectively we do great things and affect a nation!

www.donorfamiliesaustralia.com
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We want to hear all our Donor Families’ stories and experiences
We want to assist all Donor Families with what they are going through

We will always act as a voice for our membership

Help us build a caring community 
and shape the future

Donor Families Australia

and support families 
who have  donated their 
loved ones’  organs and tissue
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the wider community 
about the benefits of 
organ and tissue donation 
whilst emphasising the very important role

of Donor Families in this process
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organ and tissue donation
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